Women’s Petitions



PETITION

To ?Ilz;: House gf Representatives of the United States:

= Slavi underzlgned, women _of Wayland Massachusetts deeply convinced of the sinfulness

o ressry' and keenly aggr{evgd by its existence in a part of our country over which
ourgh po;sesses exglu sive ‘JUHSdiCﬁOn in all cases whatsoever, do most earnestly petition

y onorable body immediately to abolish Slavery in the District of Columbia, and also

to p&; an end to the slave-trade in the United States.
e also respectfully announce our intention, to present the same petition, yearly, before

)l:;’“l' honorable body, that it may at least be a ‘memorial of us,’ that in the holy cause of
uman Freedom, ‘We have done what we could.”

M.A.H.Bigelow Martha Dudley

Susannah Grout
Elizabeth Brigham Theoda Cutting Martha J. Dudley
Lucy Russell Lydia Livermore
Lucy Ames Martha Parmenter
A. B. Hyde Eliza Newell
Polly Gleason Elizabeth H. Estes
Catherine Cotting Charlotte A. Bigelow
Elisebeth M. Dudley Julia A. Dudley
Lucy A. Lee

Dolley Gleason Abigail C. Rice
Abby Russell Sarah A. Oliver

Lucy A. Draper

Sarah Russell Betsey Jones

Caroline Gleason Almira Jones Sarah B. Ward

Rosalia Heard

Susan Roby

Susan Grout Harriet Kent
Eunice R. Draper Mary L. Ames
Sarah Griffin Ellen P. Reeves
Betsey Griffin Julia Hyde
Milisent Reeves -Adeline Hyde
Sophia Rice Nancy M. Draper
Abba A.Francis -

Mary P. Francis

Lucy Francis

Mary Kent

Elisabeth Kent

Mary Kent

Copied from the Adams Papers, Letters Received, reel #507.
Endorsed by John Quincy Adams "Hyde A.B. 1. Septr 1837. Wayland 5. Septr 1837 recd

with Pet. of Ladies". John Quincy Adams, Ex-President, was then serving as a Member of

the House of Representatives from Massachusetts. :
[Printed form with town and state written in the blank spaces with signatures following.|
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R /PETITION. o
o the Fouse of Reyresentatives of He TnHey States : ‘ :

Tbe undersigned, women of A =ufs  deeply convinded of the sinfaloess of
Slavery, and keeoly aggrieved by itf existoacs in € part of our country over which Cobgress pos S
jurisdiction/ i all cases whatsoover, do most earnestly petition yOur body, immedistely 1o abolish
Slavery i the District of Columbis, aad also (o put aa eod 1o the slave-trade iz the United States.

W& ks respectially smmonace our intention, 10 present the samo petition, yearly, befors yeoe hovorable
body, that it/may at least bo a  memorial of s’ that ia the boly cause of Human Freedom, < We bave dooe

what we could.”
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Dan Carpenter and Colin Moore: "When Canvassers Became Activists:
Antislavery Petitioning and the Political Mobilization of American Women"

"We define a petition as an organized request for political redress or policy of
some sort, which contains two essential elements: a 'prayer’ (or request or
expression of grievances) and a signatory list presenting those persons who have
affixed their names in approval of the prayer."









Sir William Blackstone (1765):

"By marriage, the husband and wife are
one person in law, that 1s, the very
being or existence of the woman 1s
suspended during the marriage, or at
least incorporated and consolidated into
that of the husband, under whose wing,
protection, and cover.she performs
every thing; and 1s therefore called- a
feme covert....."




Article [I] (Amendment 1 - Freedom of expression and
religion)

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.



1833

American Anti-Slavery Society

Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society
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1837 Pastoral Letter

The power of woman is in her dependence, flowing from the consciousness of that weakness which
God has given her for her protection and which keeps her in those departments of life that form the
character of individuals and of the nation.

We especially deplore the intimate acquaintance and promiscuous conversation of females with regard
to things "which ought not to be named;" by which that modesty and delicacy which is the charm of
domestic life, and which constitute the true influence of women in society are consumed, and the way
opened, as we apprehend, for degeneracy and ruin.

We cannot, therefore, but regret the mistaken conduct of those who encourage females to bear an
obtrusive and ostentatious part in measures of reform, and countenance any of that sex who so far
forget themselves as to itinerate in the character of public lecturers and teachers.



"Resolved,that the existence of American slavery is opposed
to the natural rights of man, to the law of God, and to the
spirit of the Gospel; and therefore is a sin which ought to

unite the efforts of all Christians for its speedy extermination."
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i ‘PETITION.
o the Fouse of Reprenentatives of We Waitey Htatrs ;

The undersigoed, woen of Y7 2uteid ol ofs  deeply convinded of the sinfaloess of
Slavery, and keeoly aggrieved by itf existoacs in € part of our country over which Cobgress exclusive
juri-dicﬁ.&n'in all cases whatsoever, do most earnestly petition your booorable body, immediately u) abolish

: Sll"u_ry”iﬂ the District of Columbis, and also 1o put an end 10 the slave-trade in the United States.
We'also respectfully mmounce our jnteation, to preseat the samo petition, yearly, befors your booorable
body, that it imay st least bo ¢ memorial of us,” that ia the boly cause of Human Freedom, < We bave dooo

what we could.”
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PETITION

To E}:{: House 9(’ Representatives of the United States:

- S]avee :;d:;s‘;g:ed, women _of Wnylal}d Massachusetts deeply convinced of the sinfulness

oy 'oss eenly alggn'evtzd 'by its existence in a part of our country over which
possesses exclusive jurisdiction in all cases whatsoever, do most earnestly petition
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your honorable body immediately to abolish Slavery in the District of Columbia, and also

to pw anI end to the slave-trade in the United States.
e also respectfully announce our intention, to present the same petition, yearly, before

your honorable body, that it ma; 4 i 4 i
) y at least be a ‘memorial of us,’ that in the hol
Human Freedom, ‘We have done what we could.’ i s

Susannah Grout
Elizabeth Brigham
Lucy Russell

Lucy Ames

A. B. Hyde

Polly Gleason
Catherine Cotting
Elisebeth M. Dudley

Dolley Gleason

Abby Russell

Sarah Russell Betsey Jones
Caroline Gleason Almira Jones
Susan Roby

Susan Grout

Eunice R. Draper

Sarah Griffin

Betsey Griffin

Milisent Reeves

Sophia Rice

Abba A.Francis

Mary P. Francis

Lucy Francis

Mary Kent

Elisabeth Kent

Mary Kent

Copied from the Adams Papers,

Endorsed by John Quincy Adams
with Pet. of Ladies". John Quincy Adams, Ex-
the House of Representatives from Massach
[Printed form with town and state written in

M.A.H.Bigelow Martha Dudley
Theoda Cutting Martha J. Dudley
Lydia Livermore
Martha Parmenter
Eliza Newell
Elizabeth H. Estes
Charlotte A. Bigelow
Julia A. Dudley
Lucy A. Lee
Abigail C. Rice
Sarah A. Oliver
Lucy A. Draper
Sarah B. Ward
Rosalia Heard
Harriet Kent
Mary L. Ames
Ellen P. Reeves
Julia Hyde
-Adeline Hyde
Nancy M. Draper

Letters Received, reel #507.
"Hyde A.B. 1. Septr 1837. Wayland 5. Septr 1837 recd
President, was then serving as a Member of

usetts.
the blank spaces with signatures following.]



John Quincy Adams

Gag Rule
Hofter: John Quincy Adams and the Gag Rule

"The gag rule was a House procedural measure, a
resolution to reject out of hand all antislavery

petitions, passed at the beginning of each session from
1836 through 1840, when it was made a standingrule =~
of the House, and finally rescinded at the end of 1844. L
In the Senate, a similar rule lasted until 1850."




Wayland petitions

I've listed them below, along with the likely file codes they would be found under if the petitions were transferred to the
National Archives in our holdings: (info from Congressional Globe)

e June 6, 1836 -- "Remonstrance of Joseph Swain, and seventy-two inhabitants, male and female, of Weston and
Wayland, Massachusetts, against the article in the constitution of Arkansas respecting slavery."

e Sept. 18, 1837 -- "Remonstrances against the annexation of Texas to the Union of these States, of Lavius Hyde and
36 other inhabitants of Wayland, in Massachusetts."

e Sept. 18, 1837 -- "Remonstrances against the annexation of Texas to the Union of these States, of Susannah Grant
and 57 other women of Wayland, in Massachusetts."

e Sept. 23, 1837 -- "Memorial praying for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, of Lavius Hyde and 32
other inhabitants of Wayland, in Middlesex county, in the State of Massachusetts"

e Sept. 28, 1837 -- "Sundry petitions praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Territories of the
United States, of Lavius Hyde and 33 inhabitants of Wayland, in the State of Massachusetts"

e Sept. 28, 1837 -- "Sundry memorials remonstrating against the admission of any new slave-holding State into the
Union of these States, of Lavius Hyde and 33 inhabitants of Wayland, in the State of Massachusetts"

e Sept. 28, 1837 -- "Sundry memorials praying for the immediate prohibition of the slave trade among the several
States, of Lavius Hyde and 33 inhabitants of Wayland, in the State of Massachusetts"
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& Concord, Trin. Chh. Joln Wilder,
Framiugham, David Drigham,
Holliston, John Storrs,

i
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Aug. 7, 1832
Dee. 24, 1836

25 |2
Dee. 20, 1836

123

Hopkinton,
Lincoln,
Natick,

Needham, West,

Marlborough,
Saxonville,
Sherburne,
Southboro’,
Sudbury

Jefries Hall,

Ebenezer Newhall,

E. D. Moore,

. W. Sessions,
Jobn N. Goodhue,
C. Kidder,

D. T. Bmith,
Walter Follett,
Rufus Hurlbut,

'dlhl-, Trin. Chh./Sewall Harding,

Wayland,

Lavius Hyde,

June 5, 1833
Jan. 16, 1853

Nav. 6,183
{Oct, 2,1
May 4, 1836

aly 50, 1834

Dee. 7, 1836
Oct. 24, 1852
Feb. 26, 1817
Ju 17, 1821

[July “3, 1835
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SUSAN GROUT

1797-1877
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Silas Grout

p-28

p.59

1798

1799
1800
1802

1803
1803
1804
1805
1801

in Joshua Kendall’s Account Book

Silas Grout, Mrs. Grout .
daughter(s), boy, self, "made" [maid?]

son, children, Nancy

mostly mending, some "making"

Silas Grout
mending slippers for Mrs. Grout’s sister

mending a pair of slippers for Goodenow
Silas Grout, Charles, Sally
[mostly mending]

(Nov.13) Mr. Grout ("Grouet"), for Mrs.
Grout, your children
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ancestry

Susanna Grout
in the 1840 United States Federal Census

Name: Susanna Grout
Home in 1840 (City, County, State): Wayland, Middlesex, Massachusetts
Birth Year: abt 1761
Age: 19

Military Service: Veteran

Source Citation
Year: 1840; Census Place: Wayland, Middlesex, Massachusetts; Page: 316; Family History Library Film: 0014678

Source Information

Ancestry.com. 1840 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, inc., 2010.

Images reproduced by FamilySearch.

Original data: Sixth Census of the United States, 1840. (NARA microfilm publication M704, 580 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29.
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

Description
This database details those persons enumerated in the 1840 United States Federal Census, the Sixth Census of the United States. in addition, the names of those

listed on the population schedule are linked to the actual images of the 1840 Federal Census. Enumerators of the 1840 census were asked to include the following
categories in the census: name of head of household, number of free white males and females, number of other free persons, names of slave owners and number

of slaves, number of foreigners, and town or district and county of residence. Learn more...

© 2019, Ancestry.com
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NEW-ENGLAND SIEREOTYPE E
W M
THE

ENGLISH READER}

&

OR,

" pIECES IN PROSE AND POETRY,

SELECTED F

*
ROM THE BEST WRITERS.
.
PERSONS TO READ WITH PROPRIETY AND

EFFECT; TO IMPROVE THEIR LANGUAGE AND SENTIMENTS ; AND
70 INCULCATE SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT
PRINCIPLES OF PIETY AND VIRTUE.

DESIGNED TO ASSIST YOUNG

e TR Azjrix PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS |

 Ou the Priciples of Good Reading.

2 : ok
~ BY LINDLEY MURRAY.
AUTHOR OF AN Elﬂuiﬁ GRAMMAR, &c., 7

D BY
; .",&4“’:‘:"; (COLLINS, NEW-YORK.
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Charles Fairbanks—house and shed 460, barn 300
mowing and tillage 1000, 7 a. do. (Coggin lot) 245,
pasturing 360,

Personal estate

Ephraim Farwell—house and shed 200 barn 75, 4
mowing and tillage 157, 4 a. mﬂnﬂudputwmg

Personal estate

Ziba French—house, barn and 192 a. land

Jamesch;s——lmm 700, barn 550, 8 other buildings
150, 25 a. ﬁﬂa@m ”tpﬂu&(ﬂ.%;
home meadow 2 8 a. woodland 820

Personal estate

William C. Grout—1-4 house 850, 8-8 barn 50, 2 a. mow-
ing and tillage 100, 14 1-2 a. meadow 145, 10 1924, pastur-
ing and wood 815, 2 a. land, mill and shop 1100,

ersonal estate -

Susan Grout—1-4 house 350, 8-8 barn 50, 2 a. mowing and

To unknown persons or heirs—1-2 a. woodland

Phineas Gleason—house and shed 400, barn 250, 10 a.
‘mowing and tillage 400, 15 a. 240, 8 a. woodland
100, 8 a. home meadow 60, 7 -ﬁa.rl meadow 75, 10 a.

ummproved 120,
Personal estate

Elbridge W. Giles—house and shed 700, barn and shed
450, do. 125, camage and hog house 125, 30 a. mowing and
tillage 1850, 10a, pasturing ’fOO 18 a. home meadow 260,
6 a. woodland 100,

Personal estate

Abel Gleason—house 900, barn and shed 400, 23 a. mow-
ing and tillage 920, 50 a. 888, 15a. woodland 265,
2 a. do. 87, 7 a. river m 34,45. home meadow 100,
11 a. ummproved 110, 12 ouhr mill 80,

Personal estate

" Widow Dolly. GEWWMMM blmnddwi
125, 20 a. mowing and tillage 700, 80 a, pasturing 450, 16
a. woodland 400, 87 a. river mmlow 870,

Marshall Garfield—house 800, 8 a. land 120,

Personal estate

Charles G Groenevelt—house 600, barn and shop 25, 114

a. land 226,
Personal estate




Susan Grout
in the 1870 United States Federal Census

Name:

Age in 1870:
Birth Year:  abt 1798
Birthplace:  Massachusetts

Dwelling Number: 88
Homein 1870: Wayland, Middlesex, Massachusetts
Race: White
Gender: Female
Occupation:  Keeping House
Inferred Spouse:  William C Grout
Household Members:  Name
William C Grout
Susan Grout

urce Citation
- 1870; Census Place: Wayland, Middlesex, Massachusetts; Roll: M593_633; Page: 3968; Family History Library Film: 552132

rce Information
.com. 1870 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2009. Images reproduced by FamilySearch.

1870 U.S. census, population schedules. NARA microfilm publication M593, 1,761 rolls. Washington, D. ational Archives and Records Administration, n.d.
Minnesota census schedules for 1870. NARA microfilm publication T132, 13 rolls. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.

scription

database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1870 United States Federal Census, the Ninth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded
details including each person's name, age at last birthday, sex, color; birthplace, occupation, and more. No relationships were shown between members of
sehold. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1870 Federal Census. Leamn mare...

© 2019, Ancestry.com
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The Undessigned, Tubabitants of the Town of M Gy fia i
for the Abolition of the Punishment of Denth,
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The Undersigned, Inhabitants of the Town of
for the Abolition of the Punishment of Death.
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