
Women’s Petitions





Dan Carpenter and Colin Moore: "When Canvassers Became Activists: 
Antislavery Petitioning and the Political Mobilization of American Women"

"We define a petition as an organized request for political redress or policy of 
some sort, which contains two essential elements: a 'prayer' (or request or 
expression of grievances) and a signatory list presenting those persons who have 
affixed their names in approval of the prayer."



Rev. Lavius Hyde

1789-1865



Abby Bradley Hyde
          Ca 1849



Sir William Blackstone (1765):

"By marriage, the husband and wife are 
one person in law, that is, the very 
being or existence of the woman is 
suspended during the marriage, or at 
least incorporated and consolidated into 
that of the husband, under whose wing, 
protection, and cover,she performs 
every thing; and is therefore called- a 
feme covert....."



Article [I] (Amendment 1 - Freedom of expression and 
religion) 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.



1833
         American Anti-Slavery Society

    Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society



        Angelina and Sarah Grimke



1837 Pastoral Letter
The power of woman is in her dependence, flowing from the consciousness of that weakness which 
God has given her for her protection and which keeps her in those departments of life that form the 
character of individuals and of the nation. 

We especially deplore the intimate acquaintance and promiscuous conversation of females with regard 
to things "which ought not to be named;" by which that modesty and delicacy which is the charm of 
domestic life, and which constitute the true influence of women in society are consumed, and the way 
opened, as we apprehend, for degeneracy and ruin.

We cannot, therefore, but regret the mistaken conduct of those who encourage females to bear an 
obtrusive and ostentatious part in measures of reform, and countenance any of that sex who so far 
forget themselves as to itinerate in the character of public lecturers and teachers. 



"Resolved,that the existence of American slavery is opposed 

to the natural rights of man, to the law of God, and to the 

spirit of the Gospel; and therefore is a sin which ought to 

unite the efforts of all Christians for its speedy extermination."





John Quincy Adams
     
Gag Rule
Hoffer: John Quincy Adams and the Gag Rule

"The gag rule was a House procedural measure, a 
resolution to reject out of hand all antislavery 
petitions, passed at the beginning of each session from 
1836 through 1840, when it was made a standing rule 
of the House, and finally rescinded at the end of 1844. 
In the Senate, a similar rule lasted until 1850."



Wayland petitions
I've listed them below, along with the likely file codes they would be found under if the petitions were transferred to the 
National Archives in our holdings: (info from Congressional Globe)

● June 6, 1836 -- "Remonstrance of Joseph Swain, and seventy-two inhabitants, male and female, of Weston and 
Wayland, Massachusetts, against the article in the constitution of Arkansas respecting slavery." 

● Sept. 18, 1837 -- "Remonstrances against the annexation of Texas to the Union of these States, of Lavius Hyde and 
36 other inhabitants of Wayland, in Massachusetts." 

● Sept. 18, 1837 -- "Remonstrances against the annexation of Texas to the Union of these States, of Susannah Grant 
and 57 other women of Wayland, in Massachusetts." 

● Sept. 23, 1837 -- "Memorial praying for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, of Lavius Hyde and 32 
other inhabitants of Wayland, in Middlesex county, in the State of Massachusetts" 

● Sept. 28, 1837 -- "Sundry petitions praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Territories of the 
United States, of Lavius Hyde and 33 inhabitants of Wayland, in the State of Massachusetts" 

● Sept. 28, 1837 -- "Sundry memorials remonstrating against the admission of any new slave-holding State into the 
Union of these States, of Lavius Hyde and 33 inhabitants of Wayland, in the State of Massachusetts" 

● Sept. 28, 1837 -- "Sundry memorials praying for the immediate prohibition of the slave trade among the several 
States, of Lavius Hyde and 33 inhabitants of Wayland, in the State of Massachusetts"







SUSAN GROUT

           1797-1877



15 Old Sudbury Road











1868





Wayland Valuation List
       May 1, 1861







Lydia  Maria Child

    1802-1880








