
EXHIBIT IN RAYTHEON ROOM 
WAYLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY

SEPTEMBER 2019







Road scraper

For the first 200 years of Wayland’s history, roads 
and bridges were the major town expenses



60 minute walk  (at 3 mph)



Typical farm was 40 acres
1/3 woodlot
1/3 pasture
1/3 crops

1870
400 horses
200 carriages

Oxen and 
Horses



Boston and Albany Railroad
1834 to Newton
1839 to Springfield
1841 to Pittsfield
1842 to Albany



Pony Express – 1860
Messages from East to West Coast in 10 days

Transcontinental Telegraph - 1861
Messages from East to West Coast in minutes



May 10, 1869
Promontory Summit, 
Utah Territory



DEBT PROJECTS
Mass Central Stock 
Purchase (1869)- $32,500
Cochituate School in South 
Wayland (1873) - $15,000
Waterworks in South 
Wayland (1877) - $23,000
New Town Hall (1878) -
$15,000

EXPENSES (1880)
Schools - $4,400
Roads - $1,700
Poor - $950
Total - $17,500

Laying Water Lines in Wayland



Tremont Street  1895

1890 – 8000 horses
1900 – 800 horses



1875 Map



8

To make way for 
Wayland’s Town Hall 

(built 1878 for 
approx. $15000) the 
Grout-Heard  House 
was moved up Old 
Sudbury Road.  The 

Town Hall was 
demolished 1957 

and the Grout-Heard 
House moved back 

to this site at 12 
Cochituate Road.  



Trolley tracks running between Cochituate 
and Wayland Center



US TRAIN NETWORK 1890 
Urban Growth and Railway Growth – Drove Each Other

Almost all train lines connected cities and seaports to the farms, factories and mines in the interior



1908





Promoters of the ill-fated Central Mass. Railroad hoped to reach west of New England, but they were lucky to 
make it to Northampton. In 1916 Wayland was served by a total of  22 passenger trains, 11 to and 11 from 
Boston each weekday.  Travel time averaged 37 minutes except for milk trains which stopped everywhere and 
took  55 m.  By the time young George Lewis began to notice, there were just four round trips per day: one 
very early, two commuter trains and a mid-morning “shopper.” Most passengers were principally Boston-
bound commuters: businessmen, bankers, lawyers, engineers, clerks and teachers.  Freight from Boston 
nourished textile mills in small towns and milk from towns like Wayland was carried to Boston. 







Henry Patterson (Mike Patterson’s uncle) reminisced about the evening freight train, a 
“double header”: 

The train would stop just above Tower Hill, so it could take advantage of the downgrade 
to Wayland before bucking the upgrade toward Sudbury and the two engines would 
uncouple and come on alone to the water tank.  They were as big as the side of a house, 
and gave the impression of tremendous power as they coughed and panted and blew 
off steam.  When they had filled their water tanks they backed up and hooked onto the 
cars again.

Then here it came—we’d see a great belch of black smoke, and about a minute later 
hear the deep coughing of the exhausts. The nearer it came to louder and faster the 
racket grew until the train hit the crossings and tore by, with the engines straining to 
put every ounce of power into the drivers, and the whole world was full of smoke and 
cinders and roaring, and the rattle of brake rods, and dust and dire, and the ground 
shook like an earthquake – and then it was way up the track and the train man on the 
rear platform of the caboose was waving to us in the darkness.  

Yes, those, as the fellow says, were the days --the last of the really great days of 
railroading, when the steam locomotive was still the absolute ruler of the 
transportation world, and carried itself like a King.



Weston Commuters

7:03 am  Workers
8:02 am  Clerkers
8:43 am Shirkers



Route 128 in Lexington, 1938



Gas, diesel and electric replace the steam engines  1948



1948



October 1971 Promotion









Sudbury, April 27, 1976

Weston, March 15, 1976



Wayland begins Rail  Trail  (Date)



www.railstotrails.org



www.mapc.org https://trailmap.mapc.org/

http://www.mapc.org/


Rail Trails in Massachusetts



www.MassCentralRailTrail.org
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